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As we move into 
2019, I’d like to briefly 
reflect on 2018 as it was 
an incredibly busy and 
productive year at the 
airport. Here’s a quick, 
partial year in review:

• New run up areas 
were added at both ends 
of Taxiway C. These run 
up areas have proven to 
be a great addition to the 

airport as they have helped to reduce congestion 
on the taxiway during our peak hours. 

The west perimeter road was completely 
removed and reconstructed. To prevent the 
subsurface erosion that the old road experienced, 
we used the same lime stabilization technique 
in the subgrade that we used in other, recent 
asphalt projects, such as Taxiway A, A6 and A8 
connectors, and the north ramp.  Additionally, 
we incorporated improved drainage so we won’t 
get ponding or subsurface erosion during rain 
events. We have received a great deal of positive 
feedback on the road from our customers and we 
thank you for that.

• Numerous crack-sealing operations throughout 
the airport have been completed, including the 
southeast ramp, Airport Boulevard, etc.
• Completed the design for the new B3 taxiway 
connector.
• Hired several new team members and are now 
fully staffed.

Not only has the airport been busy in terms 
of projects but airport operations, as well. An 
“operation” is what we airport types call a take-off 
or a landing. In 2018, our previous record was 
shattered with our new all-time high of 415,166 
operations! To put that into perspective, that’s 
only 19,000 fewer operations than Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport! DVT remains the 
busiest general aviation airport in the country.

We expect that 2019 will be busy as well. 
We’ve got more projects in store, such as 
continued crack sealing, and we also expect to 
begin the construction of the new B3 connector 
sometime before the end of the year. Hot on 
the heels of that project, will be the construction 
of Taxiway D. We also hope to see some 
development in the vacant property located in the 
southeast corner of the airport. Exciting things 
are on the horizon!

PHOENIX DEER VALLEY AIRPORT
Spring 2019 Newsletter

Ed Faron 
Airport Manager 

Welcome to the 2019 Spring DVT Newsletter!
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Recycle Program Update
BY JOEL QUINN | ASSISTANT AIRPORT MANAGER

 DAVID BISHOP | AVIATION SUPERVISOR
Recently, we added four new recycle bins to 

the airfield, two at the north wash rack, and two 
at the south wash rack. These additions were met 
with fantastic reception, and we also received 
some great suggestions from you, our customers. 
Taking that feedback into account, here are some 
additions that will be coming to the airport recycle 
program for 2019: 
• Blue recycle cans for all of the T-hangar re-
strooms will be delivered soon. These will help 
reduce and recycle paper waste products that are 
currently being generated at each restroom. 
• Recycle cans will also be added to the termi-
nal lobby and restrooms for visitors and tenants 
passing through.

• We are currently monitoring the amount of re-
cycled materials being deposited into the recycle 
containers at the north and south wash racks. 
Additional bins may be added to the airfield if 
necessary.
• As a reminder, the main recycle collection bins 
are located at the north and south wash racks. 

The recycle bins have been a great success. 
Every week the bins are nearly full at pick-up 
time. That is a lot of material that would otherwise 
wind up in local landfills. Thank you for recycling 
at Phoenix Deer Valley Airport throughout 2018. 
We hope everyone will take the time to reduce, 
recycle, and reuse in 2019.

RECYCLE

aluminum plastics paper

glasscardboard
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DVT Employee Spotlight
BY KIM SIEBERT | ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Tanya Hunte began her 
career in the aviation industry 
as a Senior Dispatcher and 
Fuel Accountant with Swissport 
Fueling at Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport. Tanya 
worked for Swissport Fueling 
for nine years before she joined 
the City of Phoenix in 2016 as a 
Landside Operations Assistant 
at Sky Harbor. Tanya joined 
Phoenix Deer Valley Airport 
this past December as an 

Administrative Aide. In this role, 
her primary responsibilities will 
be to provide great customer 
service to all of our customers 
at the Airport Operations 
Counter in the terminal, as well 
as assisting our customers by 
facilitating airfield driving tests, 
issuing airfield access cards, 
and providing backup to Kim 
Siebert for many other duties.  

Tanya moved to Phoenix from 
Brooklyn, NY in 2007 and is one 
of five kids. Tanya is a proud 
mother of three wonderful, 
loving children, who are her 
pride and joy and the reason 
she works hard in order to help 
show them how hard work pays 
off. The kids keep her jumping 
on her time off but they enjoy 
spending time together. 

Tanya is a huge collector 
with more than 500 Mickey 
Mouse, M&M’s and Monopoly 
games. She enjoys fishing; 
however, she says she never 
catches anything. Tanya loves 
to cook and her favorite dish is 
oxtails with rice and peas. She 
also enjoys baking homemade 
breads and cookies. Tanya likes 
to listen to reggae and R&B 
music and is known to dance 
to them even though she says 
she has no rhythm. Her favorite 
group is Boyz II Men.

The next time you’re in the 
terminal, please stop by the 
Airport Operations Counter and 
welcome Tanya to DVT!

DVT had a special visitor recently when a BN-2A Trislander popped in for a short visit while 
being ferried from Vanuatu (not far from Australia) to the Caribbean. That’s a long hop! Produced 
by the British company Britten-Norman, this unique aircraft has three big Lycomings spinning two-
bladed Hartzells. It cruises at approximately 135 knots and can carry as many as 16 passengers. 
Only 72 of these aircraft were manufactured in a production run that ended in 1980.

COOL SIGHTS AROUND THE AIRPORT
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“It Is This Way with Men Who Fly”
BY RANDY EARY | V.P., DEER VALLEY PILOTS ASSOCIATION

About 10 years ago, I stood on the grounds of 
the Fayette Airport (WV59), in Fayetteville, WV.  
My father, uncle and I were there to settle the 
estate of my grandmother who had lived down 
the street for close to 80 years and passed at the 
age of 97.  She had outlived my grandfather by 
about 20 years after his career as the postmaster 
in that small town.  Small being relative, as 
Fayetteville has been home to the New River 
Gorge Bridge for many years, which now gives 
Fayetteville a bit of a tourist feel.

Out in the grass parking area on that warm 
summer day sat a friend that I had flown with 
20 years prior.  The airport guys called her Nita. 
Her tail number was N1TA, so it’s easy to see 
why the name applied.  Grass grew up through 
her landing gear and the windows were a bit 
faded from time and weather. They told me they 
still fired her up on occasion to keep the parts 
moving. She was for sale and had very few 
takers in that area, due to her high time. The 
reason that N1TA was special was that I had 
ridden in that airplane 20 years prior with her 
owner, Frank K. Thomas, a local flying legend 
who is commonly thought of as single-handedly 
doing more for aviation in that part of the country 
than anyone could remember. “Five Dollar 
Frank” was his moniker, as he owned Thomas 
Flying Service and gave sightseeing tours of the 
area for $5. Each flight was a half hour, with his 
sister sitting beside the Esso gas pump next to 
the stone “terminal” waiting to gas up the plane 
upon arrival. Thousands flew with Frank over the 
years, and his name still brings a smile to those 
with history in the area.  

Frank was born in 1921 and died in 2001 
at the age of 79.  During his life, he collected 
and composed flying stories about the area, 
and some not of the area.  Like the time he 
flew a plane low and slow at crop height level 
on an island south of Florida so a couple of 
men could jump out unbeknownst to the locals.  
Government work, he called it.  But that story 
is not in the book. He put his other recollection 
and experiences into a book titled, “It Is This 
Way with Men Who Fly.” Published in 1978, I’m 

lucky to have a copy signed by the author. Frank 
started his flying career in the early 1940’s with 
his first year as a flight instructor in 1942. Around 
1946, he bought a patch of land in Fayetteville 
and single-handedly cleared it for a mountain 
top airport at 1,960 feet.  Originally with 1,100 
feet of runway, over time he expanded it to 2,200 
with fuel and hangar facilities.  He even added 
a cupola atop the warehouse-slash-hangar as 
his “control tower.”  His fleet expanded to four 
airplanes of the “cub variety” as he called it.  It 
was one of those cubs that introduced my father 
to flying in the late 1940’s in a Cub Cadet flying 
group. Little did Frank know but the generations 
of flying through that introduction 70 years ago 
endures to this day. My father retired from the Air 
Force as a recipient of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for actions over Southeast Asia. That 
introduction passed on to me and to my sons.  
I’m sure it did with the countless others who 
either flew with Frank or were taught by him.   

Frank owned and managed the airport that he 
had built until his health no longer allowed.  Even 
though a private airport, you would never had 
known by the level of flight activity in the area.  
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He took no qualms as being the “poor man’s 
flying school.”  He lived next to the field and told 
others he “hated to leave at night.”  Weather 
permitting, he flew every day.  

He never married, and the story he tells from 
his book in a segment entitled, “Smooth Landing, 
1942,” explains why. “My girlfriend finally agreed 
to an airplane ride.  She was a lovely young lady 
and to me, it was very important to impress her 
with my skill.  After a short flight, I knew that this 
must be the best landing I had ever made, and 
so it was.  It was one of those with a lot of luck, 
so smoothly that you could hardly feel it had left 
the air and then it connected with the ground.  
Wanda then said, ‘Does it always hit that hard?’  
This was the end of the courtship and that is why 
I am an old bachelor today.”

Frank told me he only made three good 
landings in his life, that must have been one of 
them.  

But the story doesn’t end with Frank.  The 
airport was purchased and still operates privately. 

Nita was eventually purchased, and after what 
may have been a short stint in Tennessee 
appears back in her home state. I’m sure the new 
owner knows her history, and Nita has stories yet 
to tell.  

We all have that same love of aviation. In 
my opinion, I’m a better pilot for being based 
at Phoenix Deer Valley Airport. I can’t think of 
a better spot to be in. Perhaps, and just for a 
moment, WV59 with $5 Frank imparting wisdom 
on a beautiful West Virginia spring day. His words 
said it best, “With all of this, there has never been 
a moment of doubt that flying was meant for me. 
May I justify this statement by saying that I am 
one person that is where he wishes to be, doing 
what he wants to do.  I would not trade with any 
man.  I have been through it all.  At times I am 
tired, but not of flying.  I have tried to walk and fly 
honorable in the vocation in which I have been 
called.  With a will to continue, a never failing 
faith in God, I respectfully submit It Is This Way 
with Men Who Fly.”

The Deer Valley Pilots Association is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization serving tenants and users 
of Phoenix Deer Valley Airport since 1978.  We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
terminal conference room on the 2nd floor.  All are encouraged to attend.  Check out our website at:  
www.dvtpilot.com.  You may also follow the Deer Valley Pilots Association on Facebook.  

Please join us for our next DVPA pancake breakfast on Saturday, March 16, from 8-10 a.m. at the north side 
wash rack.  We will have guest speakers and a raffle for those attending.  We will also be holding our board 
elections at that time.  

Randy is a private pilot, aircraft owner, advanced ground instructor, and instructor pilot with DARTDrones, 
(dartdrones.com). He may be reached at reary1@yahoo.com.

Phoenix Deer Valley Airport’s FBO, Cutter Aviation, was recently recognized in FltPlan.com’s 
Pilot’s Choice Awards as one of the Top 50 FBOs in the United States! In fact, the Cutter locations at 
DVT and PHX were the only FBOs in Arizona to receive this prestigious distinction. Please help us 
congratulate the entire Cutter team for receiving the Pilot’s Choice Award!

Kudos to Cutter!
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Waste Accumulation Sites
BY RICK ROGOWSKI | AVIATION SUPERVISOR

Phoenix Deer Valley Airport has four Waste Accumulation Sites for tenants to use. There is one 
waste accumulation site located on each of the east and west edges of the north ramp and south 
ramp.  These four waste sites are for our tenants to help recycle used oil, aircraft tires, aircraft 
batteries, and solvents. In the case of a spill, please contact Airport Operations and use the resources 
provided in the spill kit to assist in cleaning up the spill.

 To help keep our waste accumulation sites clean, here are a few do’s and don’ts to follow.

Common fluids that can be put in to the used 
oil barrels are:

• Oil collected from an engine 
  oil change
• Hydraulic fluid
• Brake fluids

Common fluids that can be put in to the 
solvents barrels are:

• Acetone
• Paint thinner 
• Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK) 
• Fuel
• Anti-freeze
• Glycol-based deicing fluid

DO:
• Slowly pour oil into provided funnel, move 
  funnel to next barrel if barrel becomes full
• Place aircraft tires in provided basket
• Open funnel valve to pour solvents into barrel
• Report waste site to Airport Operations if it is 
   in need of attention
• Use provided spill kits to clean up spill and 
  report spills to Airport Operations
• Follow all posted safety signs

DON’T
• Overfill drums or pour oil directly into casket 
  (the secondary containment unit)
• Place car/motorcycle/ATV tires in provided 
  basket
• Leave solvents in funnel
• Leave buckets/jugs of know/unknown fluid at 
  waste sites
• Mix solvents with the used oil
• Leave trash or other materials at the waste 
  sites

The City of Phoenix works with contracted companies that come to the airport to remove these 
waste and recycle it when possible. If there is a question on what can be left at a waste accumulation 
site, please contact Airport Operations at 623-869-0977, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. We 
would like to thank you for helping keep our waste accumulation sites clean and working toward our 
recycling goals.
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702 W. Deer Valley Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85027

deervalleyairport.com


