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PHOENIX DEER VALLEY AIRPORT
Fall 2018 Newsletter

Now that things are starting to cool off after our long, hot summer, flight activity 
at the airport is back in full swing. In terms of operations (takeoffs and landings), 
we are seeing record-setting numbers. Through the first nine months of the year, 
DVT has had 304,688 operations. To put that into perspective, DVT’s busiest 
year ever was 2006 with more than 406,000 total operations. If we keep up this 
pace, we just may set a new record.

Now, some follow-ups on items from our last newsletter.Ed Faron 
Airport Manager

Hello from DVT!

This project was completed 
on schedule and on budget 
in September when the 
run up areas at the west 
end of Taxiway C were 
commissioned. Both new 
run up areas appear to be 
functioning as designed. The 
only outstanding item as of 
this writing is the construction 
of the blast wall, which is 
designed to protect vehicles 
in the adjacent parking lot 
from possible damage from 
propwash during aircraft 
run ups.

Run Up Area 
Construction Project 
Complete
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Reconstruction of the west perimeter road is underway. The scope of the project includes the 
complete removal of the old asphalt, utilization of the same subgrade stabilization technique 
that was used on Taxiway A and the North Ramp, improved drainage, and of course, new 
asphalt and markings to top it off. This will give us a very stable roadway that will provide 
many years of service. If Mother Nature cooperates, we hope to have the project completed 
by the middle of December. Meanwhile, tenants who need to get to and from the north and 
south sides of the airport will need to take surface streets. We thank you for your patience 
during this impactful project.

West Perimeter Road Reconstruction 
Continues

We are happy to let you know that 
online payments for your hangars, 
covered tie-downs, and open tie-downs 
are now available. Contact our Financial 
Management Division at 
602-273-3365 or 
aviation.epayments@phoenix.gov 
to start the online registration process, 
or with any questions you have about 
this new option. After completing the 
registration, you will be able view your 
invoices, make payments, and even 
email any questions regarding your bill 
directly to those who process them. You 
will still be able to make payments by 
mail, in person at Deer Valley Airport, 
or by calling the number above. We 
are excited to make things easier for 
our tenants to view invoices, make 
payments and send in questions 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.   

Online Bill Pay! 
By: Kim Siebert
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New Members of the DVT 
Supervisory Team! By: Kim Siebert

Michael is one of Deer Valley Airport’s newest night shift supervisors. 
He has an extensive airport operations background having worked 
at five other airports in multiple states, including recent experience 
at San Jose International Airport as a Senior Airport Operations 
Specialist. Michael has a bachelor of science in aviation business 
administration from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in 
Prescott. He holds single and multiengine land ratings and learned 
to fly right here in Arizona. Michael is responsible for leading the 
third shift team to accomplish maintenance activities that cannot 
occur during daytime hours due to the numerous flight operations 

Deer Valley is known for. Additionally, he works on projects to 
increase airfield safety and efficiency.  

When asked about what is important to him, he says it is his wife and 
2-year-old son. Family is the most important thing in my life and I’m 

thrilled to be living in Arizona again so my son can grow up around his 
grandparents. I’m honored to work for the City of Phoenix at Deer Valley and I’m ready to help 
our tenants in any way I can.”

Michael enjoys going on multiday backpacking trips into the wilderness. He is also a fan of 
billiards, bowling, and cheesecake! If you see him out on the ramp, please introduce yourself and 
help him feel welcome.

Michael McKelvey

Deanna started her career in the aviation industry working in the 
Communications center at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport as a 
Communications Dispatcher in 2011, and joined the Deer Valley team 
recently as a supervisor working third shift. Deanna has more than 15 
years of experience in security and dispatching and helps to oversee 
the safety and secure operation of the airport. She is responsible 
for ensuring that the runways, taxiways, and perimeter fence are 
inspected on a regular basis, as well as making sure that her team 
operates equipment in a safe manner. 

Deanna is a native Arizonan who grew up in the Maryvale area and is 
the proud mom of a very active 8-year-old boy. She loves helping others 
become successful and strongly encourages teamwork. 

Outside of work, Deanna’s favorite things to do are going to the movies, 
spending time with her family, and fitness. Her favorite holiday is Christmas and she loves 
doughnuts, pizza, and pumpkin goodies. When you see Deanna, please stop her and say hello 
and welcome her to the DVT family.  

Deanna Dupree
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For those of us in the aviation community, and 
for those who aren’t, we are hearing and reading 
each day about drones and how these amazing 
aerial platforms are becoming a part of our lives. 

For pilots, we are concerned about airspace and 
safety, and rightfully so. For non-pilots, we are 
concerned about just getting a drone. We see 
them for sale in Wal-Mart, the Apple Store, and 
Fry’s Electronics, among others.  

In my experience as a private pilot with aircraft 
hangared at Deer Valley, and as a Part 107 
licensed pilot with at least a half dozen DJI 
drones, hopefully this can shed a small bit of 
light on drones, also known as Small Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems, (sUAS), for those that may want 
to know about them but didn’t know where to 
start. 

Drones are classified in the following ways. For 
a drone to be considered a sUAS, it must weigh 
more than 8.8 ounces and less than 55 pounds. 
The FAA requires that regardless of use, drones 
in this weight category must be registered. That 
process is completed online at https://www.faa.
gov/uas/ for a $5 fee. That registration number, 
similar to an N-number, must be maintained 
on the drone. Any drones weighing less than 
8.8 ounces do not need to be registered, and 
are usually the very small drones with propeller 
guards to protect the household pets.

Prosumer drones are the category that we 
typically read about. These quadcopters 
range in price from a few hundred to several 
thousand dollars, depending on the needs of 
the pilot. Typically, drones in this category have 
GPS positioning, obstacle avoidance, fixed 
camera and video device and smart return to 
home capability. In addition, the aircraft are 
capable of intelligent flight modes, such as 
active track for people, pets or vehicles, as well 
as pre-programmed flight routes. These pre-
programmed flight routes can be utilized to create 

2D and 3D virtual maps. These are the most 
popular line of drones.

Commercial drones can run several thousand 
dollars and can be used for inspection, 
mapping, search and rescue, and agricultural 
purposes. The most commonplace users of 
drone technology include construction, mining, 
agriculture, and utility inspection. A recent Coal 
Age magazine article detailed how mining 
operators are utilizing UAS technology. Two years 
ago, this was a $2 billion industry and is now 
projected to be a $120 billion industry according 
to a report published by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP in 2016.  

ESPN fans may have seen racing conducted by 
the Drone Racing League (DRL). These events 
combine “e-sports” with virtual reality. Races 
are conducted in aircraft boneyards, stadiums, 
and abandoned buildings. This type of racing is 
called first person view, or FPV, because of the 
goggles worn by the pilots. Beyond a fad, the 
DRL has raised more than $30 million in venture 
capital funding. Racers compete for cash prizes 
in excess of $100,000.  

By: Randy Eary
Vice President, Deer Valley Pilots Association

Droning on…About Drones
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The process to obtain a Part 107 pilot’s license 
can involve two paths. If you’re already a private 
pilot with a valid flight review, then the path starts 
online at faa.gov with video learning and an 
exam. The next step is to visit a Flight Standards 
District Office, a designated pilot examiner or 
an airman certification representative to receive 
a temporary airman certificate. A certified flight 
instructor may process the application but cannot 
issue the temporary airman certificate. This is 
called the Part 61 process.  

For those new to aviation, the FAA tests on 
13 areas, including chart study, weather and 
weather reporting, airman physiology, and others. 
It can be a challenge for non-aviators but given 
the right training, the pass rate on the FAA exam 
is quite high. Applicants pay $150 for their FAA 
Part 107, or Remote Pilot Certificate. These 
exams are conducted at FAA-approved testing 
centers. 

As pilots who fly “real” airplanes we ask 
ourselves, “Are drones safe?” First and foremost, 
drone aircraft are held to the same airspace 
standards as private pilots. Drone pilots are held 
to many of the FAA standards as commercial 
airline pilots. Media reports are replete with 
articles about drones being flown into forest fire 
airspace temporary flight restrictions, sports 
stadiums, or being used to spy on neighbors. 
These incidents, while relatively rare, can and do 
happen. FAA regulations limit drone flight to 400 
feet AGL, three statute mile visibility, flight within 
visual line of sight, daylight hours and operating 
within class G airspace. Drone operators may 
not fly into class B, C, D or surface area E 
without approval from the FAA. Flight outside 
of these parameters may require the FAA to 
issue a waiver applied for online at faa.gov. It is 
important to note that calling the ATC tower is 
not considered approval from the FAA. While not 
required, it is good practice for drone pilots to file 
a NOTAM (or “DROTAM”) to alert other aircraft in 
the area.  

Earlier this year, the FAA approved the Low 
Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability, 
aka LAANC. 

While still in beta, the intention by the FAA is to 
reduce incidents of non-compliance of drone 
operation into controlled airspace. Using an app 
on your smartphone or tablet, such as AirMap 
or Skyward, allows for a drone operator to 
request and receive near real-time approval for 
operations to be conducted, with restrictions, in 
controlled airspace. This is particularly of benefit 
to those operators that may be conducting real 
estate photography, inspection or mapping within 
controlled surface areas.

From the faa.gov website, the Arizona LAANC 
airport list is below:

Bisbee Douglas International Airport (DUG), 
Douglas
Falcon Field Airport (FFZ), Mesa
Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT), Phoenix
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX), 
Phoenix
Prescott Municipal Airport (Ernest A. Love Field), 
(PRC), Prescott
Scottsdale Airport (SDL), Scottsdale
Tucson International Airport (TUS), Tucson
Winslow-Lindbergh Regional (INW), Winslow

Drones are occupying more of our airspace and 
our daily lives. They’ve been used to survey 
flood-damaged areas as a result of Hurricane 
Florence and deliver first aid supplies. The 
Olympic games displayed drone technology at 
its best with drone flight programmed by Intel. 
Disney parks are moving toward drone light 
productions instead of fireworks.  

With all the technological achievements, one 
might argue that we are seeing just the tip of the 
drone iceberg in the advancement to come.  As 
we all know, a good pilot is always learning…
even about drones.

Follow us on facebook:  
Deer Valley Pilots Association
On the web:  www.dvtpilot.com

Randy is a private pilot, aircraft owner, and 
instructor pilot with DARTDrones, (dartdrones.
com). He may be reached at reary1@yahoo.com.
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What is a wildlife strike? A wildlife strike is when a bird or other animal collides with an airplane during 
flight or ground taxi operations. Between 1990 and 2016, there were roughly 179,000 wildlife strikes 
with civil aircraft in the United States. That is a lot of potential danger for pilots and passengers. 
Wildlife strikes, thankfully, occur very rarely at Deer Valley Airport but it is important to know some 
facts about them and the reporting process when one occurs. 

The most common wildlife strike is a bird strike, accounting for 97 percent of all wildlife strikes in the 
United States. Birds have been a hazard to aviation since its inception; the earliest recorded bird 
strike came from Wilbur Wright after he hit a bird with his Wright Model EX on Sept. 7,1905. Bird 
strikes occur most often from July to October. This time corresponds to the fall migration of most bird 
species as well as the first flights of fledglings leaving the nest. Roughly 60 percent of all bird strikes 
occur during the landing phase of a flight, and 37 percent occur during the takeoff run and climb with 
the remainder taking place during flight. 

Reporting bird strikes is an important part of protecting everyone at Deer Valley Airport. By accurately 
reporting bird strikes, operations personnel can prepare and utilize a multitude of wildlife deterrent 
procedures. If you experience a wildlife strike, please focus on your safety first. 

Wildlife Strikes and Reporting
By: David Bishop and Michael McKelvey



7

Once you have safely navigated through the flock of birds, contact air traffic control and report that a 
strike has occurred. Alternatively, if you have landed and have evidence on your aircraft, referred to 
as snarge (the remains of a bird after a strike), call Deer Valley Operations at 623-869-0975 and 
we will collect samples and prepare a report. An Airport Operations Technician will collect samples of 
the snarge (I promise that’s what it’s called) and a brief statement. The DNA collected from the strike 
will be sent to the Smithsonian Feather Identification Lab who will determine the species involved 
in the strike. Knowing the exact species provides guidance to the size, behavior, and ecology of the 
bird in question and is key to tracking species trends as well as focusing preventative measures. 
Species identifications provide the baseline data needed to plan habitat management on airfields, 
build avoidance programs, and have even been used to assist engineers to design windscreens and 
engines that are more resilient to bird strike events.

Coyotes are another wildlife strike potential at Deer Valley. Thankfully our furry friends generally 
steer clear of the movement areas during high traffic times. If you see a coyote roaming the 
movement area, please alert ATC to its location. A Deer Valley Operations team member will 
respond immediately to escort the coyote off the airfield. 
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702 W. Deer Valley Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85027

deervalleyairport.com


